HEW TOoOLS

All-in-one phase converter
promises easy installation

By Al Hamler

ELTTOR

As prodessional shops increase in size,
the addlition of large, three-phase equdp-
ment is sometimes necessary to keep
pace with the competition, While a va-
ricty of three-phase woodworking ma-
chines is readily available, bringlng
three-phase: power into the shop o get
i up and munning: En't always easy.

Kay Industries’ Phasemaster
MA-R rolary phase converter
can bring three-phasze power
info shops receiving ondy
single-phase electrcal service.

Uiility companies often charge high
rates for three-phase power where
available, but in soime parts of the coun-
try obtalning it at all is somectimecs im-
practical — iF not outright impossibde,

Kay Industries of indiana has recog
ndeed the difficulry shops have in geting
three-phase power, and has successfully
marketed a growing line of phase con
verters. Mow, they've taken a step fur
ther with the introduction of the Phase-
master MA-R converter, a system theat
promizes to simplify the process of
adding three-phase power to the shop.

“The downsede of converters has al-
ways been the fact thar it's still a piece
of electrical apparatus that requires
some knowledge of componenis like
switches, fuses and the ke, said Larcry
Katz of Kay Industries,

“We declided that the best way o
affer a converer 45 (o package it in a
way that enables woodworkess (o et
on with what they do best, which is
making things out of wood,” he said.
“Whar we did was ke all the compo-
nents that you'd normally have o pur-
chase separately, and integeate them all
imio one poini-ofuse device which -
corproraies the single- 1o three-phase
comversion capability with all the con-
NECTIHT ACCCSSORHER, "

Baarz said thar because the MA-R con-
veners are self~contained, the insialla-
tion process is much faster than when
imstalling individual components.

“The principle advantage &s that yvou
can put it in place and literally be mak-
ing three-phiase in minutes,” he said. “Io
comes down to the simplest case of
fwo wires in, and three wires our”

The MA-R converters can b 56T up 1o
supphy intermittent power oo individual
machines reguiring a three-phase sup-
ply, or they can be configured o supply
power to an entire shop at the flip of a
switch, A side-mounted control box on
the comverier houses the wnit's discon-
nect switch, fuses and terminal blocks.

The: Phasemaster MA-R converters are
available in a range of systems 1o oover
horseposwer requirements from 1-1/2 hp
to 150 hp, but Kate sald Bay Industries
has made converiers as large as 54040 hp
for companies with spectal needs.

“Realistically, vou rarely pen into woood-
shop requirements much larger than 20-
hp units, except in the case of some of
the: higger molders,” Katz said. “Owee coi-
verter can mn a kot of motors na shop”

Pricing varies depending on the con-
figuration, bt Kate said a oypical small-
shop 3-hp unit would sell for $695
while a 15 to 20-hp undt would sell for
52,500 po $3,000.

For more information, weite num-
ber 988 on the Reader Service Card in
this newspaper, or contaict: Kay In-
dustries, 604 Mo Hill S, South Bend,
IMN 46617, Tel: 800-348-5257. Web
site: wanw Kayind. com.
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